[Is resection of left-sided ductal pancreatic carcinoma of value?]].
The ductal adenocarcinoma of the left part of the pancreas is concerned to be incurable. With the aid of the own patient material and the data from the literature an analysis was made to find out whether this negative prognostic assessment can be accepted. The findings of 60 patients with tumors in the corpus/cauda region of the pancreas served as a basis for the investigation (observation time: 1986-1998). The resected tumors were reclassified according to the UICC from 1997. The survival rates were calculated with the method of Kaplan-Meier. Only 12 (20%) of the 60 tumors were resectable, in 6 cases only by multivisceral resection. A R0-resection was possible in 8 cases. 11 of these 12 patients had already a lymph vessel invasion (L1) and 50% an involvement of lymph nodes (pN1). After curative resection the median survival time was 17 months, after palliative resection 4 months and in cases with inoperability only 3.6 months. The survival time is identical with the results after operative treatment of carcinomas of the pancreatic head. Stage related the prognosis of the left sided pancreatic carcinoma is comparable with the results after similar therapy of the pancreatic head carcinoma. Therefore therapeutic nihilism is not indicated.